PRESBYTERY OF THE NORTHERN PLAINS
ONE HUNDRED and THIRTY-THIRD STATED MEETING

October 11, 2025

The Presbytery of the Northern Plains of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) held its stated
meeting at the Presbyterian Church of Langdon (ND).

Vice-Moderator Ruling Elder (RE) Rusty Bender called the meeting to order at 11:05 AM and
opened with prayer.

The Rev. J. Sue Kana-Mackey, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Langdon, led the
Presbytery in worship. Holy Communion was celebrated as part of the service. An offering was
taken for the benefit of Rev. Dr. Leanne Simmons, TE of Bismark, to assist with living and
medical expenses.

The roll was taken by means of registration forms by the attendees.

P — Present in person; Z — Present via Zoom; E — Excused; A — Absent;

HR — Ministers Honorably Retired, excused if absent; LOB Ministers laboring outside the
bounds of the Presbytery, excused if absent.(Numbers preceding Ministers’ names are
ecclesiastical occupational designations.)

Other abbreviations:

TE = Teaching Elder (Minister of the Word and Sacrament)
RE = Ruling Elder
CRE = Commissioned Ruling Elder (also known as Commissioned Lay Pastor, CLP)

Pastoral Leaders
Designation Minister Ministry Attendance
299 Billings, Dan HR E
101 Bigwood, Sarah Fargo Z
299 Bishop, Catherine HR Z
101 Boyar, Robert Jamestown Z
797 Burger-Peery, Deborah Member at Large
107 Campbell, Paul CLP, Casselton Z
107 Chapman, Casey CLP, Grandin-Hunter
299 Cory, Darrel HR E
299 Danielson, Cheri HR E
299 Danielson, Marli HR E
101 Dill, Robin Grafton, Minto P
101 Dumont, Trudy Devils Lake
797 Emerson, Nancy Member at Large P
299 Graf, Gretchen HR E




299 Graham, Ron HR E
101 Holtey, Mary Fargo P
101 Homan, Spencer Grand Forks P
151 Kana-Mackey, Sue Langdon P
299 Kargard, Rick HR E
107 Legerski, Nancy CLP, Bismarck
299 Mansell, Henry HR E
299 McCullough, Cheryl HR E
299 McDowell, Martha HR E
797 Meier, Mindy Member at Large
299 Monteith, Donna HR P
107 Norstog, Jamie Pulpit Supply, Moorhead P
797 Ozaki, Michael Member at Large
101 Reikow, Deanna Mandan P
797 Rhoad, Johnny Member at Large
501 Sanders, Ruth Crookston (UMC)
107 Schnackenberg, Dave CLP, Rolla-St John P
101 Simmons, Leanne Bismarck E
107 Sorenson, Raenelle CLP, Arvilla Z
299 Suk, David HR E
501 Sveet, Elaine Minot (Zion Lutheran)
299 Swanson, Joan HR E
299 Watts, Gary HR E
299 Woodford, Don HR E
Congregation Ruling Elder In Person or Zoom

Commissioners

Angus, Angus-Tabor Presbyterian

Arvilla, Arvilla Presbyterian

Baker, Westminster Presbyterian

Bismarck, First Presbyterian Signe Snortland Z
Alice Nix Z

Bismarck, Glencoe Sloan Memorial Nancy Laschkewitsch P
Karen Macdonald P

Bottineau, United Parish

Buffalo, First Presbyterian

Calvin, Glenila Presbyterian

Casselton, Westminster Presb. Lana Schultz P

Cavalier, Cavalier Presbyterian Zelda Hartje P

Colgate, Colgate Presbyterian

Cooperstown, First Presbyterian

Crookston, First Presbyterian




Devils Lake, Westminster Presb.

Brenda Beck

Dilworth, Dilworth Presbyterian

East Grand Forks, Mendenhall

Edgeley, First Presbyterian

Ellendale, Presbyterian

Fairview, Community Presbyterian

Fargo, First Presbyterian

Brian McClure
Sharon Secor
Bruce Maylath
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Fordville, Community Presbyterian

Forest River, Midway Parish

Gilby, Gilby Presbyterian

Grafton, Federated Church

Gale Fisher

Grand Forks, First Presbyterian

Ben Shannon
Evan Andrist

Grandin, Grandin Presbyterian

Donna Preston

Hallock, First Presbyterian

Betty Jo Younggren

Hamilton, First Presbyterian

Dorothy Robinson
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Hannah, Hannah Presbyterian

Hunter, First Presbyterian

Inkster, Inkster Presbyterian

Jamestown, United Presbyterian

Bill Weispfenning

LaMoure, First Presbyterian

Langdon, Presbyterian Church

Clinton Esckilsen

Lisbon, First Presbyterian

Mandan, First Presbyterian

Minto, Knox Presbyterian

Ellen Misialek

Moorhead, First Presbyterian

George O’Neill
Elizabeth Swee
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Oakes, First Presbyterian

Park River, Federated Church

Pillsbury, Baldwin Presbyterian

Portal, First Presbyterian

Red Lake Falls, First Presbyterian

Rhame, Lyle Presbyterian

Rolla-St John, Presbyterian Church

Anita Barrett

Rugby, Emmanuel United Church

Tower City, Tower City Presbyterian

Towner, Towner Presbyterian

Walhalla, Park Center-Walhalla

Kent Dalzell

Watford City, First Presbyterian

Webster, Webster Chapel

West Fargo, Community Presb.

Carrie Lauber




| Westhope, First Presbyterian | | |

Others in Attendance Position In Person or Zoom
Tom Brusegaard Moderator E
Rusty Bender Vice Moderator P
Adam Montgomery Stated Clerk P
Sherri Stern Financial Task Force P
Jennifer Kolodka Visitor, Communications Coord. P
Erin Anderson Clearwater Forest Director P
Chandra Mendieta Bdecan P
Elsie Magnus Visitor (Cavalier, Pulpit Supply) P
Scott Halstead Visitor (Grand Forks) P
Betty Kaehn Visitor (Langdon) P
Kristy Forest Visitor (Langdon) P
Gail Pearson Visitor (Langdon) P
Wendy Waslaski Visitor (Langdon) P
Joyce Esckilsen Visitor (Langdon) P
Glen Millar Visitor (Walhalla) P

In accordance with the bylaws (Article 1V, B-4.0500), Stated Clerk Adam Montgomery advised
the vice-moderator that a quorum was established.

M/S/C = moved, seconded, and carried (of a motion)

Approval of the Agenda — Vice-Moderator Bender moved Line Item #9 — Recess for Lunch to
Line Item #8 and re-numbered accordingly. Preston/Youngren/Approved.

Seating of Correspondence — Chandra Mendieta, Bdecan; Erin Anderson, Clearwater Forest.
Approval of the Minutes of the 132nd Stated Meeting of the Presbytery -

Lana Schultz provided the stated clerk with minor name corrections, via email. Without
objection, those changes were accepted. Reikow/Monteith/Approved, as amended.

Care for Congregations (Vitality) Pod Report (Rev. Sarah Bigwood) - Report submitted.

On behalf of committee, TE Bigwood presented a motion to accept the dissolutions of the
following pastoral relationships:

1. Rev. Robert Drake and The First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead, MN;



2. Rev. Marge Landwehr and The First Presbyterian Church of Hallock, MN;
3. Rev. Michael Osaki and The First Presbyterian Church of Crookston, MN.

Motion Carried.
The revised PNP Family Leave Policy was approved on June 19, 2025 and presented.

Bigwood presented a proposal to hire an Executive Presbyter for the consideration of the
Presbytery at the Fall 2025 meeting.

Bigwood presented a proposal for a Congregational Vitality Grant Program for the
consideration of the Presbytery.

Rev. Mary Holtey led the Presbytery in a blessing of the Inkster Presbyterian Church and First
Presbyterian Church of Hamilton on their closings. Church members present were recognized
and prayed for.

On behalf of the committee, Bigwood presented a motion to dismiss the Inkster Presbyterian
Church, giving thanks for its faithfulness to the gospel and its enduring witness to the grace of
Jesus Christ. Motion Carried.

On behalf of the committee, Bigwood presented a motion to dismiss the Hamilton Presbyterian
Church, giving thanks for its faithfulness to the gospel and its enduring witness to the grace of
Jesus Christ. Motion Carried.

Vice-Moderator Bender recessed the meeting for lunch at 12:30 PM.

Vice-Moderator Bender called the meeting back to order at 1:20 PM.

Connectional Care Pastor Report - Rev. Deanna Reikow spoke to her work of connecting with
churches and understanding their needs, especially for those churches losing a pastor to
retirement and other various reasons this year.

Rev. Deanna Reikow and Rev. Dr. Spencer Homan acknowledged those individuals preparing
for ministry.

Bylaw Changes Proposal — Vice-Moderator Bender presented the suggested revisions of the
Presbytery’s bylaws, as outlined in the meeting materials, for approval. Rev. Nancy Emerson
suggested friendly amendments to the proposed bylaw amendment that were accepted by
Bender. Changes were accepted.



Vice-Moderator Bender presented the current officers, staff, pod leaders, task leaders, pod
members, & task teams. Bender highlighted appreciation for churches who could forward one
member’s name to serve the Presbytery’s needs. Nominations from the floor were accepted.
With a motion from the committee, the nominations were approved.

Consent Agenda Preston/Dill/ Accepted.

Correspondence - University of Jamestown — Report submitted.

Vice-Moderator Bender spoke about his visit to the campus to see the stained-glass window
restoration projection finished. The university gifted the Presbytery a replica of the window
pinnacle in appreciation of the monetary donation to the project.

Clearwater Forest —Handout

Erin Anderson conveyed Clearwater’s appreciation for the Presbytery and those who give and

partake in the camp’s programming. She also introduced the camp’s “Fan the FLAME” capital
improvement project initiative.

On behalf of the Leadership Pod, Sherri Stern proposed the Presbytery be a “leading donor”
with a $100,000.00 gift to challenge the other Presbyteries to do the same. Motion/gift
approved.

Vice-Moderator shared pictures and his experience, on behalf of the youth, at Triennium.

Chogoria Ministry Team — Report submitted. CLP Jamie Norstog presented.

Annual Statistical Report — Report submitted.

Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Proposal — Budget submitted.

On behalf of Ellen Misialek, Treasurer, Sherri Stern presented the proposed budget, noting
concerns of an operating deficit, due to deficient per capita. Stern also shared the investments’
financial report, which remains positive. Misialek noted the budget reflects the
recommendation of maintaining 2026 per capita at $50 per member. The budget was
approved, as recommended.



Good News

Glencoe-Sloan, “North Dakota’s Oldest Presbyterian Church” at 135 years old, needs new
windows. Karen Macdonald presented insights on her membership, the church, and its history.
A financial ask will be made of the Presbytery, at a later time.

Donna Monteith shared a memory of her time at Glencoe. As current moderator of Buffalo,
Monteith shared the church has a “Dollars For Scholars” endowment, due to the sale of its
manse.

Jamie Norstog shared he and his sister purchased a home in Fergus Falls, MN. This past
spring, he took a call to long term pulpit supply for Moorhead and notes the change in the
church’s energy with a 14% attendance increase.

Vice-Moderator Bender shared news that Baker-Downer is bringing back their fish fry on
October 24, since its COVID-19 hiatus. First Presbyterian Fargo will host “Kirkin’ O’ the
Tartans” on November 2.

Donna Preston thanked everyone for their support of Bdecan.

Pastor Schnackenberg announced that Rolla-St. John youth will host a “sleep-out” event for
homelessness awareness.

Rev. Bob Boyar shared his gratitude for financial assistance to repair Jamestown’s doors after
summer storm damage.

There was no Unfinished Business.

Vice-Moderator Bender closed the meeting with prayer. With a collective of motions, the 133™
Regular Meeting of the Presbytery was adjourned at 3:28 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Adam R. Montgomery

Stated Clerk



