The Sower
Newsletter for the Presbyterian Women in the
Synod of Lakes & Prairies

August, 2022

Kathleen Keefer, Editor

Moderator’s Musings:
Greetings to all my siblings in Christ:
I am so humbled and honored to be called as the next Synod Moderator. Thank you for this opportunity to serve.
Let me introduce myself to you because the vast majority of you don’t know me.
I am a member of First Presbyterian Church in Huron, SD. We moved here from Seattle to be near my folks, and I
joined the church about 10 years ago.
I could not be a part of the PW circle at church because of my work schedule, so my first experience with PW was
attending a Churchwide Gathering where I was a writer for the Daily Horizons! I have continued this role at
Churchwide Gatherings and for the Horizons Magazine.
Unfortunately, since I wasn’t in a circle, I missed the next Synod Gathering, but I did attend a S.D. Presbytery
retreat where I was recruited to join the CT. And now I am hooked.
I regret I wasn’t able to keep my local PW group active; I lacked the experience certainly, but more than that I
lacked the confidence. This time when someone called, I prayerfully considered and refused to let my lack of
experience be a defining point. Instead, I have put my trust in God.
So, while becoming your Synod Moderator when I have never been a moderator at the local or presbytery level is
daunting and a little frightening, I know with the help and support from the CT members, committees, and you,
and with a lot of patience, this will be a great three years.
I am so looking forward to serving and learning and being with all of you.
I’d like to close with the charge I gave at the end of the Synod Gathering:
Let us leave this place renewed, refreshed, & revitalized to go back to our homes and continue God’s
mission.
Let us be God’s eyes & ears, to witness and listen to the children of God;
Let us be God’s nose & mouth, to smell out injustice & call for change;
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Let us be God’s mind and heart, always seeking wisdom &
discernment with love for all God’s creation;
And let us be God’s hands & feet, to do the work that is before us.
For as James says in chapter 2 verse 26, “For as the body apart from
the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.”
And the people all said….Amen.
In Christ,
Louise Van Poll
605-354-2397
Photo by Eugenia Clara via Unsplash

DEVOTION
Hildegard of Bingen by
Gloria Durka
In her attempt to describe
God’s transcendence and
yet permeating presence,
God’s mystery and yet
constant revelations, Hildegard filled her
writings with images of God as light. God was
not remote, but inexhaustible.
God’s light does more than illuminate our soul;
it draws us to recognize that the entire cosmos
manifests the Creator. Just as the sun lights us
on our way, so anything that shows us the way
to God is “light”. For Hildegard, faith in God
was a way of knowing God as revealed in the
light God shed throughout the cosmos and
throughout ourselves – body and spirit.
God’s inspiration and care came to Hildegard as
a warming flame. Light a candle. Sit before the
flame and let it warm you. Spend a few
moments observing how the flame flickers with
the movement of air. Can you recall any times
when candles gave you comfort? Perhaps

during a storm when the electrical power went
out? Maybe while observing a pious person
lighting a votive lamp as some shrine in a
church corner? Or maybe when you lighted a
candle as a symbol of your own trust in God’s
sustaining love? [Or when you light the Christ
Candle at the beginning of a meeting?]
God’s Word: You are light for the world. A city
built on a hilltop cannot be hidden. No one
lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on
the lampstand when it shines for everyone in
the house. In the same way your light must
shine in people’s sight, so that seeing your good
works, they may give praise to [God, our
creator] (Matthew 5:14-16)
Let us pray: O God, help me always to see the
light in the darkness, so that I may be a light for
my sisters and brothers.
***************************************

Small Acts of Inclusion
Here are some examples of small acts of
inclusion for your personal transformation &
influencing the transformation of others:
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•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•

Have lunch with someone from an
identity group different than your own
Mentor or coach someone who is
culturally different than you
Team up with someone whose brain
orientation is different than yours
(right/left)
Honestly evaluate your commitment to
inclusion-is it a core value or not so
much?
Confront yourself with regards to
practicing exclusion
Notice diversity (people, learning styles,
languages, etc.) or the lack thereof in
everything you do & everywhere you go
Seek to understand diversity or the lack
thereof in your social networks
Acknowledge & support community &
business leaders who visibly practice
inclusion
Listen to the concerns of others
regarding inclusion/exclusion without
giving advice or drawing parallels with
your experiences
Believe it when a colleague or friend
tells you they feel targeted negatively
because of their identity
Create a “space” between your
experience & anger
Be sensitive to what seems to be the
shortcomings of others
Make every interaction with others “a
moment of truth”
Work for intellectual growth in the
group(s) you belong to as well as your
own
Encourage people in your circles of
influence to share their opinions,
experience & ideas

•

•

Recognize the knowledge, value &
accomplishments of every person in any
given group
Confront unequal, biased & hostile
behaviors

**Taken from the PW Synod Leadership Team

Photo by Lena Mytchyk via Unsplash

Synod Gathering Artwork
The Synod Gathering
Coordinators,
Maggie
Horak and Beth Jensen
contacted me in the fall of
2021 about making a set
for the stage of the
Gathering. That was
ample time for the
creative juices to flow. With Rev. Danielle
McKinney being the worship leader for each
plenary, she conveyed that her sessions would
be about water, earth, work, fire/sun, and wind.
I don’t move forward with a plan without praying
and listening and the process began.
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Knowing that our Synod has loving connections
with Native Americans, I chose the sacred circle
for the basis for
the stage art. I
used different
sized
hula
hoops for the
armatures.
I
wanted
to
represent all
ages
and
cultures
on
each circle so collected the discarded clothing
sleeves of children and adults to thread onto the
hoops. With the theme, Better Together, Tied
Together with Love and scripture passage, “A
cord of three strands is not easily broken,” I
wanted to bind these fabrics to the hoops with
different types of fibers associated with each
worship theme. I also used quilt batting to swell
the sections, especially in the first hoop that
represented water/life. For that hoop, I also
chose blues and incorporated bubble shapes
with ties of sparkly material.
In the second hoop representing the earth, I
implemented earthy
colors, browns, greens,
rusts,
camouflaged
fabrics, attaching those
with raffia. Feathers,
leaves and butterflies
enhanced the concept
with a ceramic heart
suspended by leather
cording in the middle.
The love of God who
created earth out of his love for us is conveyed
through this piece.
The third circle is different from the rest, as it is
a broken circle. Presbyterian Women work

diligently to reconstruct a broken world, through
meetings, planning for justice and peace,
painting love wherever they go. Their foundation
(the white base)
is Bible study and
the
Horizon’s
resource. I used
painter’s tape on
the white base to
symbolize
transformation
and you’ll notice
other details in
the
pictures.
Some of the hoop
is wrapped with PW meeting agendas, Horizon’s
magazine pages and orange vegetable bags flair
up over orange crepe paper, symbolizing orange
day and immigrant farm workers.
The final stage prop represented sun/fire. A
sheer gold fabric loosely arranged around the
armature symbolized the radiant light and
warmth of our faithful gift of the sun. Brilliant
shiny ribbon wrapped the fabric for intense
impact. Laying it down on the floor could portray
a warm fireplace surrounded by community.
The
Synod
Gathering
culminated on
Sunday
morning with
Communion.
Spirit was the
theme, and I
did not want to
take
away
from the Communion table, so constructed the
final “prop” in the hallway leading to our worship
space. I connected the circles used throughout
the week with a sheer lilac fabric embedded with
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small silvery stars. The fabric flowed, as does the
Spirit, and reached beyond the hoops. Tulle was
used in addition to give a heavenly flair and small
empty Communion cups were hot glued on each
one. At the entrance to the worship space was a
table covered with black fabric and strewn with
plastic swirls, as well as the frames at the front
of
the
room,
again
suggesting
wind/Spirit/movement.

I hope that because I was challenged to provide
meaningful art for the Gathering, that my
spiritual journey in this quest was achieved
through prayer, listening, acting, and sharing
with you. Thanks be to God!
Sue Kimball, artist

Current
PWSLAP

Worship Leader for the Gathering
was Rev Danelle Crawford-McKinney

Pictured at the Synod Gathering are
Audrey Scholten, moderator, Prospect Hill
Presbytery and Mary Bomgaars,
Secretary, Prospect Hill Presbytery. Both
are encircled by the Synod artwork
depicting Water and created by Sue
Kimball, Des Moines Presbytery.
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Synod Gathering
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at our Synod of Lakes &
Prairies Gathering in Sioux City, Iowa June 15-19. I was
truly blessed to have been able to make this journey,
and I thank you for helping me get there! The
fellowship, the workshops, the involvement of so many
amazing women in our synod is astounding! And the
Native American PW women are just phenomenal. If
you have never experienced a Gathering, whether it be
at our Presbytery, Synod or Churchwide level, you are
missing out. The heartfelt devotion, emotion,
information on how we can help, along with amazing
workshop Leaders, can change your life, your heart! I
was able to go on a pre-gathering tour, Dr. Susan
LaFlesche Picotte Center, which was a clinic she helped
start, and is now being refurbished and will hold
satellite medical offices and a cultural center. Dr. John
G. Neihardt Center, which was a museum filled with
information about Native Americans, the Faith
Presbyterian Church, which Dr. Susan was a teacher at,
Susan’s home, Bancroft cemetery, which is where she is
buried, and the Honoring the Clans Sculpture Sculpture
Garden, which was truly inspiring. It was a very spiritual
tour, visiting places that are sacred, places that it took
perseverance and a strong sense of working for the
good of all the people for Dr. Susan and others to create
a long-lasting legacy. I attended six very informative
workshops! One was listening to a PW board go on a
road trip to the various PW groups in their Presbytery!
Awesome ideas. Another was ‘Before & After the SOS’,
information regarding Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
One was ‘But what I can do?’ I am getting a sheet
emailed to me with various websites that can help you
figure out just what you can do, at your level. Let me
know if you would like one. One was the ‘ABC’s of
LGBTQIA+! Very informative! We need to remember
that we are all God’s children! Interesting conversations
about supporting your loved ones through all their
journey, not just the part you feel comfortable with.
“Following Spirt in Dakota Territory’ really spoke to my
heart. The Dakota Presbytery has the unique distinction
of being non-geographical and spoken in Dakota
language. We often forget our history. I also attended
an awesome workshop ‘Storytelling: Oral Tradition in
Native American Culture’. Interesting to hear and see
what the others in our workshop heard from the story
that was told. This is pretty lengthy, but not long
enough to write about all that I experienced and
witnessed, but a brief summary of four wonderful days,
seven, if you count the travel time! But I found new
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friends from all over our Synod! Peace and Blessings,
Hope Dougherty

Photo by Andrey Haimin via Unsplash

PW Mission Opportunities –
Together in Service
(Handout from Synod Gathering, June 2022)

“Gift of the Heart” Kits (PDA/CWS)
https://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/
Hygiene and school kits, as well as cleanup buckets are always in high demand
following natural disasters. Be sure to
follow specific directions on the website,
using only the supplies requested. These
kits assist persons impacted by disasters
across the U.S. and around the world.
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Sew school bags for “Gift of the

sleeping mats and pillows are stitched.

Heart” School Kit

Matthew 25 Ministries accepts these to

Pattern can be found at this link:

be shipped to areas of need. (See

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media

shipping address above)

/uploads/pda/pdfs/gohschoolkitbagpattern.pdf
Welcome Backpacks (CWS)
https://cwsglobal.org/donate/welcomebackpacks/
These backpacks provide the basic items
that will assist asylum seekers and
refugees as they transition to meet
families and communities in the United
States.

Knit4Peace
https://www.knitting4peace.org/
“Crafting hope, healing and peace one
stitch at a time.” Knit4Peace engages
volunteers to knit and crochet requested
hand-crafted items that offer hope,
healing, comfort, and support. These
items include hats, mittens, small dolls
(Peace Pals), baby blankets, bibs and
booties, quilted mats, etc. The
recipients are marginalized or vulnerable

Clean Prescription Bottles

people in U.S. neighborhoods, as well as

https://m25m.org/pillbottles/

individuals in global areas of conflict or

Remove labels and adhesive on

suffering. Volunteers who are traveling

prescription bottles, then wash and dry

to a specific area deliver requested

bottles and caps. Package them in plastic

items ensuring items get into the hands

zip bags according to size and color. Mail

of those in need.

them to Matthew 25 Ministries, 11060
Kenwood Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242.
Prescription bottles are included in
shipments of medical supplies for
hospital and clinics overseas where
medications are wrapped in tree leaves.

Hats Not Hate (Anti-bullying campaign)
https://hatnothate.org/get-involved/
Hats Not Hate mission is to rally
communities to raise awareness and
stand up to bullying. #HATNOTHATE is
an anti-bullying campaign where people

Crocheted Plastic Mats and Pillows Use

are encouraged to make, wear, and post

this link to locate the pattern:

handmade blue hats, adding

https://oasc.org/wp-

#HATNOTHATE when sharing on social

content/uploads/2017/07/plarn-mats-

platforms. Hats are distributed to

how-to.pdf Using plarn (plastic yarn

schools nationwide, educating students

made from plastic bags), crocheted

about the message of kindness. Hats can
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be distributed to local schools in
October for anti-bullying awareness
month. Check this link to see drop-off
sites in your state.

Little Dresses for Africa Patterns for
Little Dresses, Britches for Boys and

SOWER

‘rejuvenation’ of P.W. for all women of the
church.
A secondary logo was decided on to be used in
our new communications. It is a circle of
women with their arms around each other
forming hearts. A new statement goes along
with this circle.
We are a Circle of Unity

Sani Panis can be found at this link:
http://www.ldfaconnect.com/patterns
The mission of Little Dresses for Africa
is to plant in the hearts of little girls

for All Women of the Church

that they are worthy. Through these

When in the Circle,
No one is in front,
No one is behind,
No one is above,
No one is below.
We are all equal!

little dresses we establish relationships
where other needs can be met through
clean water, education and community.
Boys’ needs are addressed through
“Britches for Boys”. Through their
distributions we impress the need to
honor each person as a unique child of
God, each as important as the other.
The Sani Pani sanitary pads are
distributed to girls who without them
would be unable to attend school.
*********************************************

NEWS FROM the P.W. of the PRESBYTERY
of the TWIN CITIES AREA
By: Pat McKisson, Moderator
It has been a long time since our P.W. of the
Presbytery of the Twin Cities has been active
as a group, just like so many other P.W.
groups. Earlier this year it was decided it was
time to ‘resurrect’ our group. The word
‘resurrect’ seemed appropriate at the time as it
was the beginning of the Lenten season.
Since then, we are now referring to it as the

Since March, the coordinating team, has been
contacting P.W. moderators in 9 churches as
well as women who had attended past
gatherings to let them know of our plans and
ideas for the future. We have also been
contacting churches without a P.W. group to
get the name of a woman we could talk to.
Personally, the women I spoke with gave me
great joy just hearing all of the stories of love,
compassion, and the work they were able to
carry on even though being unable to formally
meet in person. Their stories inspire me to
keep going with the rejuvenation and
unification of our P.W. of the PTCA.
On October 1, our first Gathering in three years
will take place. The topics of discussion for the
day will be “Unwrapping the Gifts of P.W.” and
“Who are Our Native American Sisters”. Both
presentations will be given by Marilyn Stone.
Marilyn presented these at the P.W. of the
Synod Gathering in Sioux City, IA and seemed
so relevant for our times.
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It is a blessing that the women of our
Presbytery and our Synod are able to gather
once again to share their thoughts, hopes for
the future and become again the inclusive,
caring community of women our Lord and
Savior wants us to be.
Let it be so. Amen.

D e n o mi n a t i o n a l B e l i e f s o n
Abortion and the Overturning of
Roe v. Wade

SOWER
We urge Presbyterians everywhere to affirm
our denominational stance and tell the Biden
administration to prioritize a reproductive
justice agenda ASAP.

Watch a response from PC(USA) Stated Clerk J.
Herbert Nelson II.
Read the full call to action from the PC(USA)’s
Office of Public Witness.
Read a statement from the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship about accompaniment and action
in response to this ruling.

June 24, 2022

On June 24, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court has
overturned Roe v. Wade, which confirmed a
pregnant person’s constitutional right to
choose whether to terminate during the early
months of their pregnancy. The overturning of
Roe v. Wade will have drastic negative impacts
on individuals around the nation, with the
greatest burden falling on low-income
communities of color. While this decision does
not make abortion illegal, it removes
constitutional protection giving states the
ability to issue bans.
This Supreme Court decision also runs counter
to denominational beliefs. The 182nd General
Assembly (1970) said, “the artificial or induced
termination of a pregnancy is a matter of
careful ethical decision of the patient … and
therefore should not be restricted by law.” The
220th General Assembly (2012) affirmed, “no
law should sanction any action intended to
harm or harass those persons contemplating
or deciding to have an abortion.” The PC(USA)
constitution says “God alone is Lord of the
conscience” and that God has endowed all
humans with the moral agency to make
choices. This is no less true for those making
decisions about whether and when to have
children.

Read the statement made by PW “stance on the
decision to overturn Roe v. Wade”:
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/2022/06/30/pres
byterian-women-inc-stance-on-the-supreme-courtdecision-to-overturn-roe-v-wade/
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2023 USA Mission Experience to
Arizona and the Border Region

Photo by Erol Ahmed via Unsplash

“I am with you and will keep you wherever you
go” (Gen. 28:15).
During this faith-deepening and relationshipbuilding trip, the group will visit partners in
Phoenix, Tucson, and the Arizona–Mexico border,
focusing on immigration and refugee issues,
violence against women and children throughout the
immigration process, and challenges facing
indigenous people living in Arizona. Participants
will experience learning, accompanying, and
serving, with signiﬁcant time set aside for
reﬂection, conversation, and prayer as we encounter
deep hurt as well as hope.
The trip will include stays at the Franciscan
Renewal Center near Phoenix, the Redemptorist
Renewal Center in Tucson, and a local hotel in
Agua Prieta, Mexico. The group will worship with
local congregations, join a weekly vigil at the
Arizona–Mexico border, and visit with mission
partners such as Frontera de Cristo (a Presbyterian
border ministry and 2021 Thank Offering recipient),
and Café Justo (a fair-trade coffee cooperative).
Download the application (due completed to your
PW in the Synod moderator, Louise Van Poll, no
later than November 1, 2022).

Photo by Joe Cook via Unsplash

*****************************************

PWS Officers and Moderators/Reps: Save
the dates of October 21-23, 2022 for the next
PWSCT meeting at the First Presbyterian Church in
Sioux Falls, SD. Vice Moderator, Lana Schultz,
will be in contact with you about accommodations.

Thank Offering Current Recipients:
NATIONAL
Synod of the Covenant
Maumee Valley Presbytery $30,000
Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity Home Repair Ministry
Stabilizing Homeownership in Marginalized Communities
Maumee, OH
mvhabitat.org
Synod of the Covenant
Presbytery of Miami Valley $13,000
Presbyterian Women of Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Dayton, OH
Tornado Survivors’ Pathway to Homeownership
Dayton, OH
westminsterdayton.org
Synod of Living Waters
Presbytery of East Tennessee $20,000
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Chattanooga Area
Orchard Knob Collaborative
Chattanooga, TN
habichatt.org
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Synod of Living Waters
Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley $50,000
Presbyterian Home for Children
Union Village Capital Campaign
Talladega, AL
phfc.org

Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and
Delight. By Carol M. Bechtel

Synod of Mid-Atlantic
Presbytery of New Hope $50,000
Interfaith Prison Ministry for Women
Women’s Reentry Project (WRP)
Raleigh, NC
ipmforwomen.org

Isaiah, Matthew, Luke, and Acts—we’ll consider

Synod of South Atlantic
Cherokee Presbytery
$9,238
Cancer Navigators, Inc.
Day & Overnight Transformations Retreats for Cancer
Patients
Rome, GA
cancernavigatorsga.org
Synod of the Sun
Mission Presbytery $12,370
C.A.M.P. University
Commercial Kitchen Safety Update
McAllen, TX
campuniversity.org
Synod of the Trinity
Presbytery of Philadelphia $7,000
Tree of Life Church PC(USA)
Our Community Cup Coffeehouse
Springfield, PA
ourcommunitycup.com
INTERNATIONAL
Haiti
Synod of the South Atlantic
Presbytery of Tampa Bay $47,887
Village Partners International and Mombin Crochu Hospital
Addressing Chronic and Recurrent Malnutrition
Mombin Crochu, Haiti
villagepartnersinternational.org
Lebanon
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon $49,995
National Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Rabieh,
Lebanon
Contact and Resource Center (CRC)
Enhancement of Women with Physical Challenges in Rural
Areas
Tanourine, Lebanon
facebook.com/RabiehEvangelicalChurch

Welcome to the 2022–2023 Presbyterian
Women/Horizons Bible study, Celebrating

In the nine lessons of this Bible study—with
passages from Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy,
Sabbath
as a celebration, not a day of dreary
formality
• as God’s intent for all of creation that
includes busy women too
• as one day of the week, perhaps a
Sunday
• as a time to surrender unhealthy striving
and frantic busyness, and instead trust
that God will provide
• as a reminder that life is precious and
working too much is against God’s plans
for our precious lives
• as a day devoted to community and
justice and not exclusively to self-care.
Ultimately, Sabbath reminds us to honor God
•

who honors us by giving us a day each week to
reset our pace, our priorities, and our lives.
NEW! Celebrating Sabbath Slideshow
Presentation: An optional supplement to the
Workshop for Leaders • FREE DOWNLOAD

Presbyterian Women,
Inc., Stance on The
Supreme Court Decision
to Overturn Roe v Wade
June 30, 2022

Presbyterian Women, Inc., affirms the standing of
the PC(USA), the June 24, 2022, statements of the
Office of Public Witness and the PC(USA) Stated
Clerk, and the June 23–25, 2022, work of the
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General Assembly Committee on Health Issues, and
encourages Presbyterian women to
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I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was
thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger
and you welcomed me. Matthew 25:35

•

Support full access to reproductive health
care (GA Minutes, Journal, 2012, p. 1698).
• “Protect the integrity of individual
conscience by affirming the ability of
women and men to make . . . decisions in
matters of reproductive health, including
decisions about infertility, parenthood, and
responses to problem pregnancies, in
consultation with their families, pastors,
health-care professionals, and scientifically
accurate medical information” (GA Minutes,
2012, p. 1699).
• Know the facts about reproductive justice
and share the information.
• Donate to local health clinics.
• Accompany and support people who need
reproductive health care.
• In states where there are no reproductive
health options, work with others in the
community to provide transportation,
housing, and other needs.
• Ask your churches to speak up regarding
gender equity, reproductive justice, and the
PC(USA) position.
• Support pro-reproductive health candidates.
• Pray to God and pray in public with your
faithful actions.
*****************************************
At www.presbyterianwomen.org you can learn
more about PW’s “work for justice and peace” in
the areas of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Violence
Poverty
Mass incarceration
Human trafficking
Education
Racism
Advocacy

DEVOTION
“It all begins with you.” Wellspring 365
Meditations to Refresh Your Soul by Karen Moore

It’s easy in our culture to gloss over the
needs of our neighbors and those who are still
strangers to us in the world. We can pass by the
homeless and imagine that they just weren’t very
good at managing their money or they really should
join Alcoholics Anonymous or some other “will
somebody else please fix them” program. We may
even give to United Way or some other such agency
through the place we work. That makes giving so
easy we don’t even have to think about it.
So how can we recognize the opportunity
we have to act like Jesus? How will we
differentiate the mindless-though-helpful giving
from the kind that causes us to stop and notice what
we’re actually doing? When you give with a full
intention, from the heart, is that more of the idea
that Jesus had in mind?
Giving is always a choice. Whether you put
your heart and mind into it is also a choice. Feeding
others is not simply a matter of buying a meal. It’s
a function of inviting them to the feast of a gracious
God who gave everything for our good.
Giving, [in whatever form], begins with you.
It keeps you in the flow of blessing in ways that
nothing can measure. Is anyone thirsty in your
midst today? Be their blessing.
Lord, you know the needs of each person I will
encounter today. Help me see them as you see
them. Help me offer them the gift of your blessing.
Amen.
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Justice & Peace Book Discussion
Group will talk about the book by John Iceland,
Poverty in American, A Handbook on September
12, 2022. Simply click the QR code on the flyer or
go to:
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_d
o/work-for-justice/ and click the blue banner!
Here is what Google Books has to say about
Poverty in America, A Handbook: The United
States is among the most affluent nations in the
world and has its largest economy; nevertheless, it
has more poverty than most countries with similar
standards of living. Growing income inequality and
the Great Recession have made the problem
worse. In this thoroughly revised edition of Poverty
in America, Iceland takes a new look at this issue by
examining why poverty remains pervasive, what it
means to be poor in America today, which groups
are most likely to be poor, the root causes of
poverty, and the effects of policy on poverty. This
new edition also includes completely updated data
and extended discussions of poverty in the context
of the Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street
movements as well as new chapters on the Great
Recession and global poverty. In doing so this book
provides the most recent information available on
patterns and trends in poverty and engages in an
open and accessible manner in current critical
debates.

SOWER
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PWSCT Moderators/Rep. 2022 CHANGES ARE HIGHLIGHTED
Central Nebraska-Moderator/Rep
Stephanie Sinsel
1049 36 Road
Minden, NE 68959
402-641-0882 Cell
Hepher35@hotmail.com
Term: 2021-2024
Dakota – Moderator/Rep
Ernestine Ireland
PO Box 542
Poplar, MT 59255
406-768-7663 Cell
406-786-3491 Home
giveseagle@gmail.com
Term: 2021-2024
Des Moines - Moderator/Rep
Sharon Falck
809 Turnberry Dr
Grinnell, IA 50112
641-660-7615
sfalck2009@gmail.com
Term: 2018-2022 APR
East Iowa –Moderator/Rep
Kitch Shatzer
27 Ash Lane
Washington, IA 52353
319-461-0266 Cell
revkitch@hotmail.com
Term: 2020-2023 DEC
Homestead – Moderator
Terri Sherman
12244 N 84th St
Lincoln, NE 68517
terri.sherman@zoetis.com
terrisherman@windstream.net
402-441-2823 Work
402-446-0063 Home
402-525-6008 Cell
Term 2017-2022
Maggie Horak - Rep

5601 Barrington Park Drive
Lincoln, NE68516
402-429-0523
mmhlin@outlook.com
John Knox – Moderator/Rep
Janine Brandt
1362 175th St.
Postville, IA 52162
563-532-9427 Home
563-419-7371 Cell
ripleyJB56@gmail.com
Term:
Milwaukee –Co-Moderator/Rep
Judy Bell
5217 Roberts Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-378-6437 Cell
jmoinebell@aol.com
Term: 2017-2021
Co-Moderator/Rep
Helen McMasters
3595 Westshire Cir
Delavan,
WI 53115
262-740-1321
mcmasters.helen@gmail.com

Minnesota Valleys –
Moderator/Rep
Gloria Rust
1657 200th Ave.
Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-4975 Home
507-227-7393 Cell
grust49@gmail.com
Term: 2018-2021 JUN
MO River Valley – Moderator/Rep
Kathleen Keefer
315 N. 19th Street
Clarinda, IA 51632-0243
712-542-0039 C
Kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
Term:

N Central Iowa – Moderator/Rep
Linda Hora – Rep
1210 Southview Ct
Boone, IA 50036
515-230-9275
lindatoindia@gmail.com
Term: 2019-2022
Northern Plains – Moderator/Rep
Lana Schultz
PO Box 891
Casselton, ND 58012
701-238-4538 C
lanaj0@casselton.net
Term: 2021-2024
Northern Waters –
Moderator/Rep
Hope Dougherty
PO Box 223.
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545
715-543-2669
hdougherty2018@gmail.com
Term: 2020-2022 APR
Prospect Hill - Moderator
Audrey Scholten
557 Central Ave. NW
LeMars, IA 51031
712-546-7608 H
akscholten@yahoo.com
Term: ends 2022
Audrey Fenton – Co-Rep
1111 Meadowview Ct #4
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-276-6322
wayneaudrey@aol.com
South Dakota – Moderator/Rep
Mary Jenner
1002 Verendrye Dr.
Ft. Pierre, SD 57532
605-223-3136

August 2022
djenner@pie.midco.net
Term: 2019-2022
Twin Cities – Moderator
Pat McKisson
2532 Sumac Circle
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
651-773-5107 Home
Pmac0247@gmail.com
Term: 2022-2025
Belinda Breit - Rep

SOWER
345 Niagara Lane N
Plymouth, MN 55447
612-306-5961
belinda.breit@comcast.net
Term: ?
Mary Koon (clergy rep)
821 Hilltop Rd.
Mendota Heights, MN 55118
952-888-4621 Work
708-268-4614 Cell
mkoon@oakgrv.org

Winnebago – Moderator/Rep
Brenda Breitner
5635 Jefferson St.
Stevens Point, WI 54482
715-341-6690 Home
breitnurse@hotmail.com
As of 6/20/2022

Justice & Peace Calendar – August through November, 2022
AUGUST 6 Hiroshima Day; pda.pcusa.org/pda/resource/hiroshima-day-prayer/
9 International Day of the World’s Indigenous People; un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
14 Day of Prayer for the Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula; pcusa.org/resource/sunday-prayer-worship-forpeaceful-reunifica-78123/
19 World Humanitarian Day; worldhumanitarianday.org/ and en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Humanitarian_Day
21 Public Education Sunday; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/
SEPTEMBER • Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women; presbyterianwomen.org/thank
1 World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation; creationjustice.org/world-day-of-prayer-for-the-care-of-creation.html
5 Season of Peace begins; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/season-peace/
5 Labor Day; iwj.org/resources/plan-labor-day-service
8 International Literacy Day; en.unesco.org/commemorations/literacyday
12 J&P Book Discussion Group online, 6:30–8:30 PM (Eastern) on Poverty in America: A Handbook (3rd ed) by John
Iceland (University of California Press, 2013). Register at presbyterianwomen.org/justice
18 Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence begins
21 International Day of Peace; presbyterian.typepad.com/peacemaking/2010/08/celebrate-the-international-day-ofpeace.html
23 Native American Day; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_Day
OCTOBER • Domestic Violence Awareness Month; ncadv.org/take-action; nomore.org/
• Fair Trade Month; fairtradefederation.org/celebrate-fair-trade-month/
2 World Communion Sunday; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/world-communion-sunday
9 Domestic Violence Awareness Sunday; presbyterianwomen.org/justice; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/
11 International Day of the Girl Child; unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/girl-child
11 National Coming Out Day; hrc.org/resources/national-coming-out-day
11 National Indigenous Peoples’ Day; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_People’s_Day
16 World Food Day; fao.org/world-food-day/home/en
16 Children’s Sabbath: Educate a Child, Transform the World; pcusa.org/news/2015/8/14/educate-child-transformworld/
24 United Nations Day; un.org/en/observances/un-day
NOVEMBER • Native American Heritage Month; archives.gov/news/topics/native-american-heritage-month also see
nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov
6 Caregiver Sunday; presbyterianmission.org/story/november-12-2017/
13 World Kindness Day; randomactsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day
13 Hunger and Homelessness Sunday; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
14 J&P Book Discussion Group online, 6:30–8:30 PM (Eastern) on This Land Is Our Land: An Immigrant’s Manifesto by
Suketu Mehta (FSG Books, 2019). Register at presbyterianwomen.org/justice
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20 Universal Children’s Day; un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
24 Thanksgiving—americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/thanksgiving_poster.pdf
25 International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women; un.org/en/events/endviolenceday also see
unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action
25–D10 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence; unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-againstwomen/take-action/16-days-of-activism

Current PW-SLAP Synod Coordinating Team Officers – changes are highlighted
Moderator
Louise Van Poll (2025)
Huron, SD
lcvanpoll@gmail.com
Vice-Moderator
Lana Schultz (2023)
PO Box 891
Casselton, ND 58012
701-238-4538 Cell
Lanaj0@casselton.net
Treasurer
Terri Sherman (2024)
12244 N 84th St.
Lincoln, NE 68517
402-441-2823 Work
402-446-0063 Home
402-525-6008 Cell
terri.sherman@zoetis.com
terrisherman@windstream.net
Secretary
Sharon Falck (2025)
809 Turnberry Drive
Grinnell, IA 50112
641-660-7615
Sfalck2009@gmail.com
Historian
Judy Bell (2024)
5217 Roberts Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-378-6437 Cell
Jmoinebell@aol.com
Search Committee
Janine Brandt (2023)
1362 175th St.
Postville, IA 52162
563-532-9427 Home
563-419-7371 Cell
ripleyJB56@gmail.com
Susie Rivera Amos (2024)
PO Box 105
New Effington, SD 57255
605-467-0040 Cell
kunshisusie@yahoo.com

Hope Dougherty (2025)
PO Box 223
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545
715-543-2669
hdougherty2018@gmail.com
Churchwide Board of Directors
Representative
Sue Ingels (2023)
12627 M Ave.
Fayette, IA 52142
563-419-8751
Syingels6@gmail.com
Appointive positions:
Together In Service Coordinator
Belinda Breit
345 Niagara Lane N
Plymouth, MN 55447
612-306-5961
belinda.breit@comcast.net
Justice and Peace Coordinator
Kathleen Keefer
315 N. 19th Street
Clarinda, IA 51632
712-542-0039
kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
ICC Coordinator
Hope Dougherty
PO Box 223
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545
715-543-2669
hdougherty2018@gmail.com
Sower Editor
Kathleen Keefer
315 N. 19th Street
Clarinda, IA 51632
712-542-0039
Kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
Thesower.slap@gmail.com
Communications Coordinator
Lana Schultz
P O Box 891
Casselton, ND 58012

701-238-4538 Cell
lanaj0@casselton.net
Zoom Coordinator
Lana Schultz
P O Box 891
Casselton, ND 58012
701-238-4538 Cell
lanaj0@casselton.net
Native American Concerns
Sharon Falck, Chair
809 Turnberry Drive
Grinnell, IA 50112
641-660-7615
sfalck2009@gmail.com

Donna Preston
P O Box 276
Grandin, ND 58038
701-238-7414 Cell
preston@gra.midco.net
Ernestine Ireland
P O Box 542
Poplar, MT 59255
406-768-7663 Cell
406-786-3491
giveseagle@gmail.com
LaVonne Looking Elk
3729 W. Chicago
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-716-0888
sllooking@rap.midco.net
Susie Rivera Amos
PO Box 105
New Effington, SD 57255
kunshisusie@yahoo.com
605-467-0040 Cell
Marilyn Stone
3915 Lake Street
Burlington, WI 53105
262-763-0918 Home
262-492-7921 Cell
mmstone52@att.net
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Barbara Todd
5210 Panorama Drive
Panora, IA 50216
712-355-0052 Cell
rogerbarbaratodd@gmail.com
Sonia Weston
P O Box 254
Pine Ridge, SD 57770
605-867-1623
soniaw@gwtc.net
2022 Synod Gathering committee
Beth Jensen, co-chair, 319-3506460
dbjensenfamily@gmail.com
Maggie Horak, co-chair, 402-4290523
mmhlin@outlook.com
Terri Sherman 402-525-6008
terri.sherman@zoetis.com
Audrey Fenton 712-276-6322
wayneaudrey@aol.com

As of 6/20/2022
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Presbyterian Women in
Synod of Lakes & Prairies
Kathleen Keefer, Editor
315 N. 19th Street
Clarinda, IA 51632
kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com

