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“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of
blessing if we don’t give up.”
- Galatians 6:9 (NLT)

As we reflect on the past few months at Bdecan Presbyterian Church, we are reminded of
God’s enduring faithfulness and the strength of the Spirit working through our congregation
and partners. While we are a small church by number, the impact of the ministry continues
to grow in profound and measurable ways — through worship, service, community
outreach, and spiritual growth.

We continue to gather faithfully for weekly Sunday worship, where attendance has grown
to an average of 18 adults and 12 children. The church family is active and engaged, and
our sanctuary is a place of welcome and joy, especially for our young ones.

Since May, the pastoral ministry has included:

1 Wedding

2 Funerals

2 Wakes

2 Prayer Services

8 Baptisms — Praise God for these public declarations of faith and commitment.

Food Pantry Ministry

Our food pantry continues to be a vital source of care and provision for our community.
Monthly service numbers are steadily increasing:

May: 58 families
June: 70 families
July: 79 families
August: 115 families

This growing need has led to conversations about building a new food pantry facility. Initial
steps have been taken to research land ownership and prepare for a land survey. The
vision is to continue operating the current pantry while building a more permanent and
expanded space.



Backpack Giveaway

In August, we held our annual Backpack Giveaway, distributing 184 backpacks filled with
basic school supplies to local students. This outreach continues to be a blessing to families
as the school year begins.

Mission Teams

We were blessed to host a mission team from Rochester, MN in July. Their presence and
service were an incredible encouragement. Their contributions included:

e Serving hot food for families during our July food pantry distribution
e Leading Vacation Bible School with an average of 16 children each day

e Creating a “Cozy Corner” in our sanctuary, complete with toys, books, chairs,
and other resources to welcome and engage children during worship

e Building a custom organizer for Sunday School supplies

Youth & Leadership Development

Three of our youth had the opportunity to attend Triennium in Kentucky — a formative,
faith-deepening experience. The church supported their journey through a successful food
and rummage sale, which allowed us to send $100 with each youth and retain additional
funds for future ministry use.

We are proud of our youth and remain committed to walking alongside them in their faith
journey.

Looking to the Future

e New Food Pantry Planning: We are seeking guidance and resources to begin
construction, pending land survey and planning approvals.

e Cemetery Radar Project: We are also in the process of securing a
ground-penetrating radar to identify unmarked graves in our cemetery. This will
enable us to honor those buried with dignity and help our session make informed
decisions about future plots. Financial support is still needed for this project.

e Winter Wear & Blanket Giveaway: We are steadily gathering supplies to hold our
annual winter clothing and blanket giveaway. This is a very important mission that
will clothe many children in the community during the cold winter months and will
take place on October 25",



We give thanks for the partnerships we share with the Dakota Presbytery, Northern Plains
Presbytery, and many churches like Rochester Presbyterian Church, whose hands and
hearts have blessed our work and walk.

We invite continued prayers and support as we serve faithfully in rural North Dakota —
striving to be Christ’'s hands and feet in a community hungry for love, hope, and justice.

May God bless each of you for the ways you hold us in care.

“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep
his promise. ?* Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good
works. % And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage
one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. “

- Hebrews 10:23-25 (NLT)

Respectfully submitted,

Chandra Mendieta

CRE, Bdecan Presbyterian Church
Tokio, North Dakota



